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nervelessness in the face of danger. It is, therefore, the
sacred duty of every* worker to steel himself against cowardly
panic and prevent its spread as far as he can. "Cowards
die many times before their death." Let this not be proved
of us.

The true danger exists only for cities. It may be
very near due to the fall of Singapore and probable loss
of Burma. One of the best precautions consists in those
people who are not wanted in the cities or those who want to
shun danger, migrating to the villages in an orderly manner.
There should be no panicky rush. Those who must remain
in the cities whether for business or otherwise should carry
out instructions that may be issued by the authorities from
time to time. Those who will not, for any reason whatsoever,
should clear out in good time. If this simple precaution is
taken, we may face the future without perturbation. More
I cannot say, for we are a house divided against itself and
there is no living bond between the rulers and the ruled.
It is tragic but it is true. The tragedy is deepened by the
knowledge that all parties feel so helpless.

On the train to Calcutta, 17-2-'42

Harijan, 22-2-1942
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CRIMINAL ASSAULTS

The whole world is on trial today. No one can escape
from the war. Whilst the Ramayana and the Mahabharata
are products of poets' imagination, their authors were
not mere rhyrnsters. They were seers. What they depicted
is happening before our very eyes today. Ravanas are
warring with each other. They are showing matchless
strength. They throw their deadly weapons from the
air. No deed of bravery in the battlefield is beyond their
capacity or imagination.

Man would not fight in this manner, certainly not the
gods. Only brutes can. Soldiers drunk with the pride of
physical strength loot shops and are not even ashamed